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In this update:

Africa
------
[1] Cholera - Congo DR (North Kivu Province)
[2] Cholera - Sierra Leone,Guinea 
[3] Cholera - Mali (North)
[4] Cholera - Nigeria (Ekiti State)
[5] Cholera - Niger (Tillaberi Region)
[6] Cholera - Uganda (Bundibugyo District)ex Congo DR

Asia
----
[7] Cholera - India (Tamil Nadu State)
[8] Cholera - India (Punjab State)
[9] Diarrhea - Nepal (Nuwakot District)

******
[1] Cholera - Congo DR (North Kivu Province)
Date: Mon 23 Jul 2012
Source: WHO [edited]
http://www.who.int/csr/don/2012_07_23/en/index.html

The Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) has reported a sharp increase in the number of cholera cases in the
armed conflict area of North Kivu. According to the report, 368 new cases were reported from epidemiological week
24 (11-17 Jun 2012) to epidemiological week 26 (25 Jun - 1 Jul 2012). The most affected areas include Birambizo,
Goma, Karisimbi, Kiroshe, Mutwanga, Mweso and Rwanguba.

There is concern that the security situation may increase difficulty in accessing the health care facilities and could
increase the number of severe and fatal cases. The current armed conflict in North Kivu also poses a risk of
international spread of the disease to neighbouring countries such as Burundi, Rwanda, South Sudan and Uganda.

North Kivu is one the 5 provinces of eastern DRC where cholera is endemic. _Vibrio cholerae_ was confirmed in the
AMI-Kivu laboratory since 2011.

Epidemiological investigation conducted by national authorities and other partners, including Medecins Sans
Frontieres (MSF), Merlin, and International Rescue Committee (IRC) indicated that insufficient access to safe water
supply remains the main cause of the epidemic in North Kivu.

Patients are being treated with infusions and antibiotics as appropriate at treatment centres. Interventions to
control the epidemic that are being carried out include education and communication; management of cases;
increased surveillance; hygiene and sanitation; and provision of safe drinking water.
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The World Health Organization (WHO) is working to support national authorities in response to the cholera outbreak
and the broader humanitarian emergency resulting from conflict and population displacement.

--
Communicated by:
ProMED-EAFR
<promed@promedmail.org>

[The HealthMap/ProMED-mail interactive map of the country is available at http://healthmap.org/r/1Zu.]

******
[2] Cholera - Sierra Leone, Guinea
Date: Wed 18 Jul 2012
Source: Agence France-Presse [edited]
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5jkEwbUzzS7w6gliSQQyKE4SWwmcA?
docId=CNG.011644044ab205dd97b782ce12dfd1d7.531

Sierra Leone's health ministry on Wed 18 Jul 2012 said an outbreak of cholera in the west African country has killed
62 people in less than a month. The western area, including the capital Freetown, and "3 towns in the northern and
southern parts of the country have now been declared cholera outbreak areas," said a ministry statement.

Between 23 Jun 2012 and 17 Jul 2012, 62 people have died and 3721 cases have been reported in the areas
concerned, statistics showed. The highest number of cases was in the town of Port Loko, where 21 children under
the age of 5 have died.

"The outbreak has been traced to unsanitary conditions, acute water shortages in many parts of the country and
migration from affected regions," a health official said.

A recent report by the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) said the disease had also spread to neighboring
Guinea.

As the annual rainy season is getting underway, the waterborne disease has already left some 700 people dead in
West and Central Africa with more than 29 000 cases reported, UNICEF said last week. Mali and Niger have also
been hard hit, with high levels of malnourishment as a result of a food crisis exacerbating the problem.
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[The HealthMap/ProMED-mail interactive map of the country is available at: http://healthmap.org/r/1KlT.]

******
[3] Cholera - Mali (North)
Date: Mon 16 Jul 2012
Source: UNICEF [edited]
http://allafrica.com/stories/201207170997.html

UNICEF is sending 20 000 water, sanitation and hygiene kits to the North of Mali as part of its emergency response
to a cholera outbreak. Some 120 000 people, including 60 000 children, will benefit from the supplies that include
purification tablets, storage containers and other equipment dispatched to Gao and Timbuktu in the north. Local
partners will distribute the supplies.

Since the start of the cholera outbreak about 10 days ago, 6 children have died among 56 cases reported in
Wabaria, Labbezanga and Ansongo in Gao region on the banks of the Niger River.

Though cholera is endemic in the countries of the Sahel, the crisis in northern Mali combined with the massive
displacement of people and the onset of the rainy season are raising fears of a sharp increase in cholera cases in
the coming weeks.

"We must do everything we can to prevent the further spread of cholera in northern Mali," said Frederic Sizaret, the
Deputy Representative of UNICEF in Mali.

http://healthmap.org/r/1Zu
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5jkEwbUzzS7w6gliSQQyKE4SWwmcA?docId=CNG.011644044ab205dd97b782ce12dfd1d7.531
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When the outbreak was 1st reported, UNICEF sent 3 trucks loaded with medicine and equipment to help partners in
Gao respond. Cholera prevention for 500 000 people is under way in high-risk areas. Distribution of kits is
accompanied by sessions to explain how to treat water and encourage better hygiene. Each of the 20 000 kits,
which will be distributed this week, contain collapsible jerry cans and buckets and a 6-month supply of soap and
water purification tablets for a family of 6.

"The cholera epidemic on top of the nutrition and security crises currently faced by Mali increase people's
vulnerability and risks, endangering current emergency response efforts. We urgently need more funding to
respond," Mr. Sizaret said.

--
Communicated by:
ProMED-mail
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[The HealthMap/ProMED-mail interactive map of the country is available at: http://healthmap.org/r/1CnR.]

******
[4] Cholera - Nigeria (Ekiti State)
Date: Thu 19 Jul 2012
Source: The Nation Online [edited]
http://www.thenationonlineng.net/2011/index.php/news-update/54461-cholera-kills-two-in-ekiti.html

2 persons have so far died from the cholera outbreak reported in Igbaraodo-Ekiti, Ekiti State. The state
Commissioner for Health, Prof. Olusola Fasuba, confirmed the figure to journalists on Thu 19 Jul 2012 in Ado-Ekiti.
He said government had already conveyed vaccines to the affected community and the neighboring Ilawe-Ekiti.

The commissioner also said government was embarking on a sensitisation campaign on the ailment to all the nooks
and crannies of the state.
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Communicated by:
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[The HealthMap/ProMED-mail interactive map of the country is available at: http://healthmap.org/r/1qGF.]

******
[5] Cholera - Niger (Tillaberi Region)
Date: Thu 19 Jul 2012
Source: Agence France-Presse (AFP) [edited]
http://www.news24.com/Africa/News/Cholera-epidemic-spreads-to-Niger-20120719

A cholera epidemic in Niger has killed 58 people and spread to a refugee camp housing Malians who have fled the
unrest in the north of their country, the UN said on Thu 19 Jul 2012.

"The overall number of cases reported as of 15 Jul 2012 is 2900, with 58 deaths," the UN's Office for the Co-
ordination of Humanitarian Affairs said in a report issued from Niger's capital Niamey.

"The number of cholera cases continues to increase [and] the ... situation remains worrying with the arrival of the
rainy season," it added.

The epidemic broke out in January 2012 in the western region of Tillaberi. Its spread to the Tabareybarey refugee
camp, where the WHO has registered 9 cases, is particularly worrying for health officials. The contagious intestinal
illness can decimate refugee camps.

Some 250 000 Malians have fled to neighbouring countries, including 52 000 to Niger, according to the UN refugee
agency.

--
Communicated by:
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The HealthMap/ProMED-mail interactive map of the country is available at: http://healthmap.org/r/1CnU.

******
[6] Cholera - Uganda (Bundibugyo District)ex Congo DR
Date: Thu 19 Jul 2012
Source: New Vision [edited]
http://www.newvision.co.ug/news/633115-cholera-kills-four-in-kasese.html

An outbreak of the deadly cholera disease in Bundibugyo district has killed 4 people leaving over 150 others
hospitalized. The epidemic spread to the district from the neighboring Democratic Republic of Congo. The 4 persons
died before being taken to hospitals for medication according to Isaac Bisunga, the district disease surveillance
officer.

Bisunga says the epidemic broke out in June 2012, but it was only realized that it was cholera last week. The most
affected areas include Bundibugyo town council, Nyahuka town council, Kasithu sub-county, Bukukwanga sub-
county, Kisuba sub-county, and Bubandi sub-county.

Isolation centers have been established at Bundibugyo hospital and Nyahuka health center IV according to the
disease surveillance officer.

[Byline: Masereka Bernard]

--
Communicated by:
ProMED-mail
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[The HealthMap/ProMED-mail interactive map of the country is available at: http://healthmap.org/r/1wa6.]

******
[7] Cholera - India (Tamil Nadu State)
Date: Sun 22 Jul 2012
Source: Times of India [edited]
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/Cholera-fear-strikes-Chennai/articleshow/15085659.cms

Even as a 60-year-old woman died of suspected cholera, a Chennai Corporation press release said 18 people were
being treated at Kilpauk Medical College (KMC) and 7 others at Communicable Diseases Hospital (CDH) with
diarrhea.

But data sourced by TOI from KMC revealed that since Wed 18 Jul 2012, 60 people were admitted to KMC with
complaints of loose stools, vomiting and dehydration. The hospital sent 10 people including 4 children to CDH. "Of
the 4 children, one has tested positive for cholera in a level one test; 3 others were clinically diagnosed as cases of
suspected cholera," said KMC dean Dr P Ramakrishnan, who added that there is no reason for panic. The hospital
has been receiving several patients from Chetpet, Ayanavaram and Perambur with symptoms of diarrhea. "We have
referred 10 suspected cholera cases to CDH. We have asked Chennai Corporation and Metrowater for further
action."

--
Communicated by:
ProMED-mail
<promed@promedmail.org>

[The HealthMap/ProMED-mail interactive map of the country is available at: http://healthmap.org/r/2bxj.]

******
[8] Cholera - India (Punjab State)
Date: Sat 21 Jul 2012
Source: Hindustan Times [edited]
http://www.hindustantimes.com/Punjab/Patiala/Cholera-scare-in-Badungar-colony/SP-Article1-893116.aspx

As feared, 3 confirmed cases of cholera were reported from Badungar Colony on Fri 20 Jul 2012; 3 people had died

http://healthmap.org/r/1CnU
http://www.newvision.co.ug/news/633115-cholera-kills-four-in-kasese.html
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http://www.hindustantimes.com/Punjab/Patiala/Cholera-scare-in-Badungar-colony/SP-Article1-893116.aspx
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on Thu 19 Jul 2012 in the colony due to suspected diarrhea cases. The health department had taken 13 stool
samples for cholera. "3 samples have been found positive for cholera. We have taken 14 more stool samples for
cholera tests. An ambulance has been permanently deployed in the area till further orders. A team of
epidemiologists is also camping in the colony," said Dr VS Mohi, civil surgeon, Patiala.

All the cholera-hit patients have been put under special surveillance in Government Rajindra Medical College and
Hospital, he said.

In Sanjay Colony, where more than 100 cases of gastroenteritis were reported last week, 4 patients were found to
be suffering from cholera.

Meanwhile, 41 new cases of gastroenteritis were reported from Badungar Colony on Fri 20 Jul 2012. The total
number of patients suffering from gastroenteritis in the colony has now reached more than 165.

Patiala deputy commissioner GK Singh and municipal commissioner Gurlavleen Singh Sidhu visited the affected
area on Fri 20 Jul 2012. Singh said a medical team was carrying out a door-to-door survey of the area to conduct
tests of the patients. Out of 14 samples of water taken from the area following the outbreak of the disease, 4 were
found unfit for consumption.

--
Communicated by:
ProMED-mail
<promed@promedmail.org>

The HealthMap/ProMED-mail interactive map of the country is available at: http://healthmap.org/r/2ey1.

******
[9] Diarrhea - Nepal (Nuwakot District)
Date: Fri 20 Jul 2012
Source: The Himalayan Times [edited]
http://www.thehimalayantimes.com/fullNews.php?
headline=Dead+meat+behind+diarrhoea+outbreak+&NewsID=340361

The cause of last Tuesday's [17 Jul 2012] diarrhea outbreak in Shikharbesi VDC-4, 7, 8 and 9, with 200 persons
taken ill, was believed to be the consumption of cattle meat from a dead cow, said a health worker.

According to a local health volunteer, Sirmendo Tamang, the villagers developed diarrhea in large numbers after
they feasted on a dead buffalo's meat at the house of local Kanchho Tamang in Shikharbesi-9 about a week ago.

"Despite my advice, they consumed the meat and began falling sick," Tamang said. Over 200 persons have been
taken ill due to the diarrhea outbreak in Shikharbesi VDC-4, 7, 8 and 9 since Tue 17 Jul 2012.

The outbreak came under control by Fri 20 Jul 2012 after a joint team of health workers from the district hospital
supported by different local health facilities set up a health camp in the village and began treating the patients.

--
Communicated by:
ProMED-mail from HealthMap Alerts
<promed@promedmail.org>

[The etiology of this outbreak of diarrheal illness is unclear and could, indeed, be related to eating something else
or drinking something rather than the dead buffalo.

Readers should be directed to a nicely written seminar on cholera published in the Lancet recently: (Harris JB,
LaRocque RC, Qadri F, Ryan ET, Calderwood SB: Cholera. Lancet 2012;379: 2466-2476)
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22748592
- Mod.LL]

[The HealthMap/ProMED-mail interactive map of the country is available at http://healthmap.org/r/1COd.]
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