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ProMED-mail is a program of the

International Society for Infectious Diseases
<http://www.isid.org>

In this update:

Africa

[1] Cholera - Zimbabwe (Manicaland)

[2] Cholera - Ghana (Eastern region)

Asia

[3] Cholera - Papua New Guinea (Western province)
[4] Dysentery, post-cyclone - Myanmar (Rakhine)

[The ongoing epidemic of cholera in Haiti is being covered separately and
can be found in the "see also" list. - Mod.LL]
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[1] Cholera - Zimbabwe (Manicaland)

Date: Mon 8 Nov 2010

Source: Channel 6 News, BNO News report [edited]
<http://channelénewsonline.com/2010/11/new-cholera-outbreak-in-eastern-zimbabwe-kills-16-sickens-

hundreds/>

At least 16 people have died and hundreds more are ill after a fresh

cholera outbreak in eastern Zimbabwe, according to state run media on Mon 8
Nov 2010. The state-controlled Zimbabwe Broadcasting Corporation reported
that the epicenter of the latest cholera outbreak is in Marange District of
Manicaland Province, killing at least 16 people since October 2010.

"13 were community deaths where the people died at their homes and 3 were
institutional deaths," said Zimbabwean deputy minister of health and child
welfare, Douglas Mombeshora.

Mombeshora said another 669 people are suspected to be suffering from
cholera, while 86 others are confirmed to have cholera. Most of the cases
are reportedly linked to illegal diamond mining activities in Chiadzwa,

where miners live in unhygienic conditions. The new outbreak comes only
months after most of the country's ongoing cholera epidemic appeared to
have passed. The epidemic, which began in August 2008, killed at least 4300
people and sickened up to 100 000 others.
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[A map showing the administrative regions of Zimbabwe can be accessed at
<http://www.un.org/Depts/Cartographic/map/profile/zimbabwe.pdf>. The
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HealthMap/ProMED-mail interactive map of Zimbabwe can be seen at
<http://healthmap.org/r/0frf>. - Sr.Tech.Ed.MJ]
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[2] Cholera - Ghana (Eastern region)

Date: Sat 6 Nov 2010

Source: Ghana Broadcasting Corporation (GBC) [edited]
<http://gbcghana.com/index.php?id=1.169442>

The East Akyem municipal director of health services, Dr Ekow Kwaitoo, says
all necessary interventions are being put in place to control the cholera
outbreak in the area. He asked the public not to panic since the various
health centres in the municipality have been asked to strengthen their
surveillance.

Dr Kwaitoo who was speaking to Radio Ghana at Kyebi said 56 suspected cases
have so far been recorded without death since the Health Directorate

detected the problem a fortnight ago [the fortnight is a unit of time equal

to 14 days. The word derives from the Old English feowertyne niht, meaning
"14 nights" <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fortnight>. - Mod.LL]. Among the
places affected he said are Asiakwa, Asikam, Adadientem, Potroase, Kyebi,

and Apapam which is leading.

Dr Kwaitoo described cholera as a disease that occurs during the rainy
season and advised the public to keep their environment clean to check any
further outbreak. The East Akyem municipal chief executive, Simon Peter
Asirifi, said Epidemic Implementation Committee including NADMO [National
Disaster Management Organisation], Environmental Health, Water and
Sanitation Committee, as well as the Information Services Department is on
the ground to assist the Health Directorate control the outbreak.

The acting matron of the kibi Government Hospital, Augustina Tsekpetse,
said only 4 out of the 56 victims were still in the hospital on Friday [5
Nov 2010] while all the rest had been treated and discharged.
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[The eastern region of Ghana can be seen on the map at
<http://www.un.org/Depts/Cartographic/map/profile/ghana.pdf>. The
HealthMap/ProMED-mail interactive map of Ghana can be found at
<http://healthmap.org/r/0frg>. - Sr.Tech.Ed.MJ]
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[3] Cholera - Papua New Guinea (Western province)

Date: Tue 9 Nov 2010

Source: ABC News (Australian Broadcasting Corporation) [edited]
<http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2010/11/09/3061765.htm?section=world>

Papua New Guinea's [PNG] cholera outbreak appears to have spread. 13
children have died on a remote island near the maritime border with
Australia in the Torres Strait.

Infection rates have slowed after the outbreak began on PNG's north coast

in August 2009 and spread throughout the mainland. Now the disease appears
to have surfaced on remote Daru Island, 50 km [31 mi] from Saibai Island on
the Australian side of the Torres Strait.

The National newspaper reports 13 children have died from cholera-like
symptoms and 64 other people are being treated in the local hospital.

www.promedmail.org/direct.php?id=20101109.4060 2/4


http://healthmap.org/r/0frf
http://gbcghana.com/index.php?id=1.169442
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fortnight
mailto:promed@promedmail.org
http://www.un.org/Depts/Cartographic/map/profile/ghana.pdf
http://healthmap.org/r/0frg
http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2010/11/09/3061765.htm?section=world

2019/8/21 ProMED-mail post

Australia's aid agency AusAID is monitoring the situation and working to
confirm the details.

[byline: Liam Fox]

communicated by:
ProMED-mail
<promed@promedmail.org>

[Daru Island is the name of an island in the Western Province of Papua New
Guinea, the town on the island goes by the same name and is the capital of
the province. The island is separated from the mainland in the north,
specifically the mouth of Oriomo River, by 3.5 km (2.2 mi) wide Daru Roads.
Daru Island is one of the few of the Torres Strait Islands that do not

belong to Australia, but to Papua New Guinea, and is the most highly
populated of all Torres Strait Islands, although scarcely any Torres Strait
Islanders live on the island.

As can be seen on the maps at <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daru_Island>
and <http://healthmap.org/r/0frF>, the island is much closer to Papua New
Guinea than to mainland Australia. - Mod.LL]
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[4] Dysentery, post-cyclone - Myanmar (Rakhine)

Date: Mon 1 Nov 2010

Source: Democratic Voice of Burma (DVB) [edited]
<http://www.dvb.no/news/post-cyclone-dysentery-kills-4/12495>

An outbreak of dysentery has compounded the crisis in western Burma's
Arakan state [currently Rakhine] where some 100 people were killed by a
cyclone 10 days ago. More than 200 people have fallen ill and 4 are since
reported to have died in the towns of Kyaukphyu, Minbya, and Myebon, where
swathes of property were flattened by the cyclone.

Dr Aye Maung, chairman of Rakhine (Arakan) Nationalities Development Party,
said the dysentery outbreak was caused by a lack of clean drinking water.

Aid has arrived in the isolated coastal region, but locals there say more

is needed. Aye Win, spokesperson for the UN Information Centre in Rangoon,
told DVB that communication with affected areas was difficult, with the
Arakan region harder to access than the country's southern Irrawaddy delta,
which was hit by the devastating cyclone Nargis in May 2008.
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[A map of Myanmar (Burma) showing the states can be seen at
<http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/middle east and asia/burma pol 96.jpg>. The
HealthMap/ProMED-mail interactive map of Myanmar can be found at
<http://healthmap.org/r/00IU>. - Sr.Tech.Ed.MJ]
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ProMED-mail makes every effort to verify the reports that

are posted, but the accuracy and completeness of the

information, and of any statements or opinions based

thereon, are not guaranteed. The reader assumes all risks in

using information posted or archived by ProMED-mail. ISID

and its associated service providers shall not be held

responsible for errors or omissions or held liable for any

damages incurred as a result of use or reliance upon posted

or archived material.
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Donate to ProMED-mail. Details available at:

<http://www.isid.org/ProMEDMail Donations.shtml|>
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Visit ProMED-mail's web site at <http://www.promedmail.org>.

Send all items for posting to: promed@promedmail.org (NOT to

an individual moderator). If you do not give your full name

name and affiliation, it may not be posted. You may unsub-

scribe at <http://www.isid.org/promedmail/subscribe.lasso>.

For assistance from a human being, send mail to:

<postmaster@promedmail.org>.
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