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******
[1] Cholera - Uganda: (Kampala)
Date: Thu 31 Jan 2008
Source: The New Vision [edited]
<http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/609451>


Cholera has once again struck Kampala. A total of 6 patients have been 
admitted at the cholera isolation camp in Mulago Hospital; 4 of the 
patients belong to the same family in Kifumbira zone in Kamwokya, a Kampala 
suburb. Dr Mohammed Kirumira, the Kampala chief health inspector, said 4 
cholera cases had been confirmed.

A man, his pregnant wife, plus their sons aged 10 and 8 were first admitted 
at Maria Asumpta Clinic in Kamwokya on Sunday [27 Jan 2008] before being 
referred to Mulago. "They first brought the elder boy, who complained of 
stomach pains, diarrhea, and vomiting. The next day, the younger one 
reported with similar complications," said Irene Migere, a midwife at the 
clinic. Subsequently, the boys' parents came with similar symptoms before 
they were referred to Mulago. The other 2 unidentified cholera patients 
were admitted in the isolation unit.

Reports that suspected cholera cases had also been registered in Kawempe 
were not verified by the health authorities. However, the division 
chairperson, Nasser Takuba, said 2 suspected cases had been reported at the 
border between the central and Kawempe divisions.

[byline: Anthony Bugembe, Patrick Jaramogi]
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[Kampala is in southern Uganda and can be found on a map at 
<http://www.un.org/Depts/Cartographic/map/profile/uganda.pdf>. - Mod.LL]
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[2] Cholera - Congo DR: (Katanga)
Date: Tue 29 Jan 2008
Source: Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF) [edited]
<http://www.msf.org/msfinternational/invoke.cfm?objectid=C53CC13A-15C5-F00A-25150E85C3541BA0&component=toolkit.pressrelease&method=full_html>


Since the beginning of January 2008, MSF has recorded more than 1700 people 
with cholera in the cities of Lubumbashi, Bukama, and Likasi. All these 
people came from the poorer areas where bad hygiene conditions, combined 
with high population density, contribute to the flaring up of this 
contagious disease.

"What we have seen in Lubumbashi was repeated in Likasi," said Bertrand 
Perrochet, MSF emergency team coordinator. "Adequate measures to avoid the 
outbreak have not been taken by the health authorities. In the space of a 
few days the main referral hospitals in the district of Kenya in 
Lubumbashi, and in the city of Likasi, were overloaded. There were not 
enough beds, no continuous disinfection of the building. An alarming 
situation for a contagious disease that kills up to 50 per cent of 
patients, if left untreated."

MSF logisticians simultaneously improved the treatment center in Lubumbashi 
and built a new one in another neighborhood of this 1.3 million people 
city. "Thanks to the opening of this 2nd treatment center, the number of 
patients has become manageable on both sides" said Perrochet. "These last 
days, 25 patients on average have come to be treated in each health center."

In Likasi, a city of more than 300 000 people, a 2nd emergency team has 
faced a similar situation: large numbers of patients treated in bad 
conditions and a hospital deprived of the necessary infrastructure to treat 
people correctly. "In the last 3 weeks, more than 400 patients have 
solicited care in the only functioning treatment center in Likasi," added 
Perrochet. "When we arrived, more than 60 new patients were coming every 
single day in a center which has a normal capacity of 35. There was not 
enough space or beds. Water and rehydration solutions were missing as well. 
Hygiene conditions were catastrophic."
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[3] Cholera - Congo DR: (Katanga)
Date: Thu 31 Jan 2008
Source: Agence France-Presse (AFP) [edited]
<http://afp.google.com/article/ALeqM5h_mZVe7yblgr94tqsiTYDhhnw7Dw>


More than 2000 cholera cases, including 59 deaths, have been recorded in 
January 2008 in the Democratic Republic of Congo's south eastern Katanga 
province, an aid organization said Wednesday [30 Jan 2008]. Three different 
sites in the province have registered 2083 cholera cases, said Bertrand 
Perrochet, an official with Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF; Doctors Without 
Borders). A week ago, MSF had reported 1463 cases and 30 deaths, mostly in 
the provincial capital of Lubumbashi, the mining city of Likasi, and the 
rural area of Bukama.

In Bukama, the outbreak appears to have been brought under control and the 
organization's emergency teams have been sent to Likasi, with a population 
of more than 300 000. "When we arrived in Likasi (last week), more than 60 
new patients were arriving each day for a center with a capacity of 35 
people," MSF said. "Hygienic conditions were catastrophic."

MSF has recorded 30 deaths and 687 cases in Likasi over the course of a month.

-- 
communicated by:
ProMED-mail
<promed@promedmail.org>

[Likasi, Bukama, and Lubumbashi are located in the southern Congo DR 
province of Katanga and can be seen on a map at 
<http://www.un.org/Depts/Cartographic/map/profile/drcongo.pdf>. - Mod.LL]

******
[4] Acute watery diarrhea - Somalia: (Banadir)
Date: Thu 31 Jan 2008
Source: Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF) [edited]
<http://www.msf.org/msfinternational/invoke.cfm?objectid=CF059D52-15C5-F00A-25D98817D5AE38EF&component=toolkit.article&method=full_html&mode=view>


MSF has been operating a primary health care clinic in the Yaqshid area of 
Mogadishu since 1994. In Balcad and Kaaran areas, a relatively more stable 
security situation has allowed some limited access to 4 MSF outpatient clinics.

In November 2007, MSF teams performed 12 061 consultations, the majority 
related to maternal and child health. In the same month, MSF teams saw a 
worrying increase of watery diarrhea cases, from 50 to 78. In December, MSF 
opened a new 50-bed inpatient pediatric clinic in the Abdul-Aziz district.
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[Mogadishu is in Banadir as can be seen on a map at 
<http://www.un.org/Depts/Cartographic/map/profile/somalia.pdf>. Areas 
around Banadir in the south of Somalia reported cholera in 2007. - Mod.LL]

******
[5] Cholera, 2007 - Nigeria
Date: Thu 31 Jan 2008
Source: AllAfrica.com, This Day (Lagos) report [edited]
<http://allafrica.com/stories/200801310357.html>


In 2007, a total of 1444 cases and 34 deaths were recorded from cholera 
outbreaks nationwide. The outbreaks occurred in Borno, Jigawa, Bauchi, 
Kaduna, Edo, Delta, and Bayelsa States.

[byline: Onwuka Nzeshi]
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[A map of Nigeria showing the mentioned states can be found at 
<http://www.un.org/Depts/Cartographic/map/profile/nigeria.pdf>. - Mod.LL]
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[6] Cholera, gastroenteritis - India: (Karnataka)
Date: Wed 30 Jan 2008
Source: Deccan Herald [edited]
<http://www.deccanherald.com/Content/Jan302008/scroll2008013049379.asp?section=frontpagenews>


One confirmed case of cholera was reported in Bangalore on Tuesday [29 Jan 
20008], while 17 people suspected of harboring the disease have been 
referred to Isolation Hospital by doctors in and around Bharatinagar. 
According to highly placed sources in Bowring Hospital, a 28 year old has 
tested positive for cholera and has been referred to Isolation Hospital.

Fresh cases of gastroenteritis continued to be reported at hospitals. The 
Thimmaiah Road Corporation Maternity Hospital reported 427 fresh 
gastroenteritis cases from Tuesday morning [29 Jan 2008] till midnight, of 
whom 4 have been referred to Isolation hospital with suspected cholera. 
"Due to severe dehydration, 14 persons were admitted, of whom 10 were 
discharged by late night," said Dr S Sujatha. St Philomena's Hospital had 
12 gastroenteritis cases. "We have referred all of them to go to Isolation 
hospital for cholera check-up," said Dr Mansoor Pasha, casualty medical 
officer.

One cholera suspect figured among 20 cases reported at G M Nursing Home, 
near Lavanya theatre. "A 75 year old was shifted to Isolation Hospital," 
said Dr Murali, managing director.

BBMP [Bruhat Bangalore Mahanagara Palike -- the new administrative body 
responsible for the civic and infrastructural assets of the city of 
Bangalore. - CopyEd.MJ] chief health officer Dr LT Gayatri claimed there 
were 200 fresh cases of gastroenteritis in Bharatinagar and no one was 
critical. She said the disease had not spread to other areas. The Palike 
has set up help desks in hospitals.
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[7] Cholera, gastroenteritis - India: (Karnataka)
Date: Thu 31 Jan 2008
Source: The Hindu [edited]
<http://www.hindu.com/2008/01/31/stories/2008013161020300.htm>


A total of 5 people have tested positive for cholera but it cannot be 
termed an outbreak as the cases are from different parts of Bangalore, 
sources at the Department of Health and Family Welfare said on Wednesday 
[29 Jan 2008].

The 5 affected by cholera are from Central Street in Neelasandra, Cox Town, 
Dooravaninagar, Economically Weaker Section Quarters in Kormanagala and 
Hoskote, sources added. No person has tested positive for cholera at 
Bharathinagar, where the 1st case of gastroenteritis was reported.

The 19 samples sent to the Public Health Institute (PHI) on Tuesday [29 Jan 
2008] from the Epidemic Diseases Hospital and the Bruhat Bangalore 
Mahanagara Palike (BBMP) hospital in Bharathinagar have tested negative. At 
the BBMP hospital in Bharathinagar, 206 people were treated as outpatients 
on Wednesday [30 Jan 2008] and the number of people in the area complaining 
of diarrhea and vomiting has come down, sources said. R Murali Krishna, 
doctor at GM Hospital in Bharathinagar, said only 5 persons were treated 
for symptoms of gastroenteritis and only one admitted.

Shivaram, joint director (Communicable Diseases) at the Department of 
Health and Family Welfare, said that Bangalore Urban District (which 
includes Bangalore city) reported only 28 cases of cholera in the last 2 years.
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[Karnataka is a state in the southern part of India [known as the State of 
Mysore until 1973]. Bangalore is the capital city of the state, which can 
be seen on a map at <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karnataka>. - Mod.LL]

******
[8] Cholera - Laos: (Xekong)
Date: Wed 30 Jan 2008
Source: UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) [edited]
<http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/laopdr_42701.html>


The 1st outbreak of cholera in southern Lao People's Democratic Republic in 
nearly 8 years has prompted a vigorous response from UNICEF and its 
partners. UNICEF's response is in close coordination with the Lao Ministry 
of Health, the World Health Organization (WHO), and the Asian Development Bank.

The epidemic was first recognized in the remote Xekong Province in late 
December 2007. By mid-January 2008, it had spread to some 30 villages in 
the Thataeng and Lamam Districts, where 362 cases of severe diarrhea were 
reported, including 3 deaths.

"Now we are ensuring that people have access to safe drinking water, 
latrines and boiled water, not just in the 2 affected districts of Xekong 
Province but in all surrounding areas," said UNICEF's chief of Water, 
Sanitation and Hygiene for Lao PDR, Abdulai Kaikai.

Mr Kaikai, who represented UNICEF on the initial joint assessment mission 
to the area, commended the swift reaction of the government in dealing with 
the crisis. On 11 Jan 2008, Lao PDR prime minister Bouasone Bouphavanh 
visited Sekong to coordinate efforts to deal with the outbreak and meet 
cholera patients.

Health experts are now hopeful that the outbreak has been contained. No 
deaths have been reported since 3 Jan 2008. "The number of new cases has 
dramatically dropped," said UNICEF's chief of Young Child Survival and 
Development for Lao PDR, Dr Aboudou Karimou Andele. "This means people have 
understood what to do to avoid infection."

[byline: Tom Greenwood]
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[Xegong province, as well as 2 other southern provinces (Champassak and 
Saravan) where cholera has been reported, are in extreme southern Laos as 
can be seen on a map at 
<http://www.un.org/Depts/Cartographic/map/profile/laos.pdf>. The outbreaks 
discussed in this update can also be found on the HealthMap/ProMED-mail 
interactive map at <http://www.healthmap.org/promed>. - Mod.LL]
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