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The Ministry of Health and Social Welfare (MOHSW) of Tanzania has
notified WHO of foci of cholera outbreaks in the country. Rorya district in
the Mara region of Tanzania was the first area to report a cholera
outbreak. By late July 2015, the Kigoma region also became affected —
although no new case has been recorded in this area in more than three
weeks. On 25 August, new foci of cholera were identified in Dar es
Salaam, Pwani (Coast), Iringa and Morogoro. The cholera outbreak in
the Dar es Salaam region began on 15 August, whilst the outbreak in the
Morogoro region started on 18 August. As of 6 September, the
cumulative number of cholera cases (both suspected and confirmed) is
971 cases, including 13 deaths. Laboratory tests confirmed the presence
of Vibrio cholerae O1 Ogawa in the affected areas.

Public health response

Rapid assessment has been conducted to identify gaps and urgent
needs. Regional authorities, the MOHSW, WHO and partners are holding
bi-weekly meetings to coordinate the response efforts. A national task
force has been activated to control the outbreak. With support from WHO
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and partners, five treatment centres have been established in Dar es
Salaam and Morogoro to manage cases. The MOHSW has deployed
technical experts to provide assistance with surveillance activities
including case finding, water supply and sanitation monitoring, laboratory
management and social mobilization interventions.

WHO risk assessment

WHO does not recommend any travel or trade restriction to Tanzania
based on the current information available.

Background

Cholera is a diarrhoeal disease caused by Vibrio cholerae. Cholera
outbreaks are recurrent in many African countries and are linked to poor
hygiene and sanitation as well as insufficient preparedness and
capacities. Tanzania has experienced cholera outbreaks in the past, with
the Kigoma region being the most affected. This year, the country
developed a long-term plan for cholera prevention and control.

Cholera is predictable and preventable, and can ultimately be eliminated
where access to clean water and sanitation facilities, and satisfactory
hygienic conditions are ensured and sustained for the whole population.
Effective cholera prevention and control interventions rely primarily on
the implementation of integrated multidisciplinary and comprehensive
approaches that involve activities outside the health sector and that
address several elements, including environmental living conditions,
access to treatment and clinical management of cases, vaccination with
Oral Cholera Vaccines, social mobilization of communities and
epidemiological surveillance.

Related links

Cholera fact sheet

More information on cholera

https://www.who.int/csr/don/11-september-2015-cholera/en/

6/13/19, 10:33 AM

Page 2 of 3


https://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs107/en/
https://www.who.int/cholera/en/
https://www.who.int/redirect-pages/footer/quick-links
https://www.who.int/redirect-pages/footer/quick-links/countries
https://www.who.int/redirect-pages/footer/quick-links/programs
https://www.who.int/redirect-pages/footer/quick-links/frequently-asked-questions
https://www.who.int/redirect-pages/footer/quick-links/employment
https://www.who.int/redirect-pages/footer/regions
https://www.who.int/redirect-pages/footer/regions/africa
https://www.who.int/redirect-pages/footer/regions/americas
https://www.who.int/redirect-pages/footer/regions/south-east-asia
https://www.who.int/redirect-pages/footer/regions/europe
https://www.who.int/redirect-pages/footer/regions/eastern-mediterranen
https://www.who.int/redirect-pages/footer/regions/western-pacific
https://www.who.int/redirect-pages/footer/about-us
https://www.who.int/redirect-pages/footer/about-us/director-general
https://www.who.int/redirect-pages/footer/about-us/world-health-assembly
https://www.who.int/redirect-pages/footer/about-us/executive-board
https://www.who.int/redirect-pages/footer/about-us/member-states
https://www.who.int/redirect-pages/footer/about-us/integrity-hotline
https://www.who.int/mediacentre/multimedia/newsletter/en/

WHO | Cholera — United Republic of Tanzania 6/13/19, 10:33 AM

https://www.who.int/csr/don/11-september-2015-cholera/en/ Page 3 of 3


https://www.who.int/
https://www.who.int/about/privacy/en/
http://www.who.int/about/licensing/rss/en/
http://www.youtube.com/user/who?sub_confirmation=1
http://twitter.com/intent/follow?source=followbutton&variant=1.0&screen_name=who
http://www.facebook.com/WHO
http://instagram.com/who
http://www.linkedin.com/company/world-health-organization
https://www.who.int/about/copyright/en/

